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 Neighborhood  Association
Botany Hills Candidate Questions: Rick Trulley
1. With one of the Botany Hills Neighborhood Association's primary goals being to increase home ownership, and the federal government lumping BH in with Kenton Hills and thereby making our neighborhood ineligible for Neighborhood Stabilization Funds, how can the City of Covington and the Department of Housing assist Botany Hills in achieving this home ownership goal?
Answer: Blight is the constant obstacle that perpetuates many of the city’s other issues, including Botany Hills. I believe that the first priority for Covington should be to enforce the laws and codes that we already have.   By putting an emphasis in cleaning up Covington we will attract new home owners who will value Botany Hills and see its true potential.  Another avenue by which the city can assist Botany Hills is by finding new ways to severely penalize the city’s worst property owning offenders.  I, for one, am personally tired of watching neglectful landlords taking revenue back to their suburban homes. With the new bridge that will be spanning the river and approaching your neighborhood, the time is now to take action.
2. Coming south on I-75 across the Brent Spence Bridge and looking west, what do you see as the future possibilities for our Botany Hills neighborhood? 
Answer: Simply put, I see the potential of Botany Hills to be like other major city hills; Beacon, Nob, and even Mt. Adams.  With its riverside location and hillside beauty, Botany Hills should be one of the most desirable locations in Covington for home ownership. I believe that green space and hillside preservation should be high on the priority list. The key, however, is listening to what residents see as the future for their neighborhood. With proper planning, development could start now. 

3. Since Company #2 was built in 1935, the city of Covington has always maintained a fire house in west Covington. How important is it to you that a firehouse remains in the Botany Hills neighborhood, west of the flood wall, for safety and response time in Botany Hills, Kenton Hills and Devou Park?
Answer: It is incredibly important that a firehouse be maintained in a location that affords the residents of Botany Hills the quickest possible response time.  As an airline pilot, my first responsibility is the safety of my passengers and crew.  In an emergency every second counts.  Not only is this true for an aircraft, but for a home or a person in need. Using this same mindset, I will make sure that our first responders have all of the tools, resources, and access to protect Botany Hills, Kenton Hills, and Devou Park. 

4. Any comment that you feel might provide us with additional insight to your platform?
Answer:  My education and career as an airline pilot have instilled three qualities that I believe are mandatory for a City Commissioner.  First is leadership.  As leader I will effectively gather information from all available sources to determine the best outcome that will benefit all.  Second is my ability to work with everyone.  As an airline captain, I work with different crew members every day.  I know how to communicate and use everyone’s talents to safely execute each flight. In over 20 years of flying, I’ve never had an FAA accident or incident. This record of excellence can only be attained by teamwork. Working together as a crew is essential and it should be the same with City Commissioners.  Lastly, I am decisive.  Once I have gathered information, worked with experts and peers, and formulated an opinion, I can confidently make a decision. Through leadership, working together, and making decisions, I know that I will be able to prioritize the needs of Covington, including Botany Hills, and its citizens.







