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 Neighborhood  Association
Botany Hills Candidate Questions: Ray Murphy
1. With one of the Botany Hills Neighborhood Association's primary goals being to increase home ownership, and the federal government lumping BH in with Kenton Hills and thereby making our neighborhood ineligible for Neighborhood Stabilization Funds, how can the City of Covington and the Department of Housing assist Botany Hills in achieving this home ownership goal?
Answer: It is my understanding that Community Development Block Grant Funds are again available to the city of Covington.  I believe that some of these funds can be used to achieve your goal. 
2. Coming south on I-75 across the Brent Spence Bridge and looking west, what do you see as the future possibilities for our Botany Hills neighborhood? 
Answer: I see a thriving neighborhood with affordable housing interspersed with wooded hillsides.
3. Since Company #2 was built in 1935, the city of Covington has always maintained a fire house in west Covington. How important is it to you that a firehouse remains in the Botany Hills neighborhood, west of the flood wall, for safety and response time in Botany Hills, Kenton Hills and Devou Park?
Answer: I believe the location of Company #2 has served the citizens  west of the flood wall,  in particular,  and the city  itself  quite well.  I would be in favor of keeping it west of the flood wall, but possible moving it to a location more readily accessible to major roads. 
4. Any comment that you feel might provide us with additional insight to your platform?
Answer:  My platform consists of three simple elements:  economic development, jobs, and education.  I firmly believe that we have to stop businesses from leaving the city and again bring businesses back into the city, which will provide jobs for our citizens.  The city has been remiss  in its commitment  to the schools in our city.  We need to work with the schools to provide the proper education for our youth that will enable them to perform the jobs that will be created through economic development.






