[image: image1.png]



 Neighborhood  Association
Botany Hills Candidate Questions: Shawn Masters
1. With one of the Botany Hills Neighborhood Association's primary goals being to increase home ownership, and the federal government lumping BH in with Kenton Hills and thereby making our neighborhood ineligible for Neighborhood Stabilization Funds, how can the City of Covington and the Department of Housing assist Botany Hills in achieving this home ownership goal?
Answer: As you may know, this commission has advocated for a complete reorganization of our Economic Development Department, and staff is currently bringing the Housing Development component in with Economic Development to create the “Community Development Department”. With this consolidated focus, I believe, we will be more proactive in promoting homeownership opportunities throughout Covington. Under this commission we have approved a complete marketing plan for NSP funds, and even though Botany Hills may not be included in the federal census tracks for targeted acquisitions, this marketing plan should benefit all of Covington. www.MakeCovingtonHome.com can, and will be, used as a significant tool to market our neighborhoods. Additionally, by working with our local realtors (Covington Realtor Roundtable) we will be able to put a more consolidated effort towards promoting homeownership opportunities. While we are fortunate to have CDBG funds for targeted projects, we are continually faced with the threat that funds will be decreasing year after year. I am not opposed to assessing Botany Hills’ needs and advocating for the use of CDBG funds for property acquisition, if a clear plan is in place with the ultimate goal of home ownership.
2. Coming south on I-75 across the Brent Spence Bridge and looking west, what do you see as the future possibilities for our Botany Hills neighborhood? 
Answer: Before I could answer this question, I would be more inclined to know what the residents of Botany Hills see as priorities for their neighborhood. One thing I would like to see happen, is our riverfront developed with walking and biking trails. More recreational activities can only enhance our experiences as a community.
3. Since Company #2 was built in 1935, the city of Covington has always maintained a fire house in west Covington. How important is it to you that a firehouse remains in the Botany Hills neighborhood, west of the flood wall, for safety and response time in Botany Hills, Kenton Hills and Devou Park?
Answer: There is no question, in my mind, that a firehouse remains in Botany Hills, west of the flood wall. Not only does a firehouse maintain a sense of security, but it is – many times – the center of civic engagement. If a decision is made during my term I will vote to keep the firehouse in Botany Hills while working to design a structure that will accommodate the citizens of your community.






