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 Neighborhood  Association
Botany Hills Candidate Questions:
1. With one of the Botany Hills Neighborhood Association's primary goals being to increase home ownership, and the federal government lumping BH in with Kenton Hills and thereby making our neighborhood ineligible for Neighborhood Stabilization Funds, how can the City of Covington and the Department of Housing assist Botany Hills in achieving this home ownership goal?
2. Coming south on I-75 across the Brent Spence Bridge and looking west, what do you see as the future possibilities for our Botany Hills neighborhood? 
Answer:
1 &2 are closely related and I will answer them together.

While promoting homeownership is certainly a good goal, 100% owner occupied properties in Botany Hills is neither realistic nor desirable.  A market for renters has several positive advantages.  For instance, most young, upwardly mobile people cannot afford to buy as they are starting their careers and families.  But as future homeowners they have a lot to offer Botany Hills and vise versa.  Now, we all know there are different kinds of rental property.  Well managed, attractive, safe and affordable…and the other kind.

As a member of the Covington’s Rental Property Task Force, I have helped developed a pro-active and low-cost set of incentives for reducing blight while increasing property values and physical condition. In the next 60 days, look for the roll out of these programs at a Commission Caucus meeting!  The 4 programs if passed by the current Commission will be effective in attracting good renters and improving property condition throughout the city and particularly Botany Hills.

I am a strong supporter for our city government providing leadership and assistance to our neighborhoods.  However in the short run the potential for government help is minimal.  NSP is not available and the city is short on revenue.  This is the time to take stock of your situation, dig in and promote Botany Hills yourselves.  What has been started on your web site and Facebook page is a good start but needs to be pumped up.

If elected, I pledge to help you with this.  There are tried and true real estate promotion tools which can be implimented.  Citirama in Cincinnati and Rehabarama in Newport to name two examples.  There are a few new residential projects in Botany Hills, let’s capitalize on them!

As a Commissioner, I will see to it that projects like the Catalytic Development Funding                   Corporation are focused on places like Botany Hills.  I believe success comes only when 

The people's concerns guide the direction of our city.  Can Covington succeed?  Yes!  

But not by doing business as usual.  Remember K.I.S.S?  Keep it simple stupid.  By that

I mean  “Kuhlmann is Serious about Success for Covington (including Botany Hills).

3. Since Company #2 was built in 1935, the city of Covington has always maintained a fire house in west Covington. How important is it to you that a firehouse remains in the Botany Hills neighborhood, west of the flood wall, for safety and response time in Botany Hills, Kenton Hills and Devou Park?
Answer: As a resident of neighboring Kenton Hills, I agree that the new firehouse must be west of the floodgates.  I was at your April neighborhood meeting and heard the city manager pledge to keep it in Botany Hills and I take him at his word.

4. Any comment that you feel might provide us with additional insight to your platform?
Answer:            Fritz Kuhlmann… 

Covington resident for almost 20 years. Seasoned professional in architecture & construction.  Active participant in community affairs. Managing organizations in business, politics & the arts.  Growing business as a director for the Drees Pavilion. Managing resources as chairman of The Devou Park Advisory Committee. Building the Kenton Hills Neighborhood Association. 

Fritz has been listening and finding strategies that work for Covington.

As the Steward of Covington’s Arts District, he helped attract and hire our strong, growth-oriented manager.  

Civic involvement has strengthened his resolve to put Covington’s focus on progressive       forward movement.







