Botany Hills blooms with pride

Neighborhood gets new name, residents
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COVINGTON - Civic pride is blossoming in a Covington neighborhood now known as Botany Hills.

Neighborhood residents felt the new name was more picturesque than the old one, West Covington, said Wes Bittlinger, vice president of the Botany Hills Neighborhood Association.

"The location is perfect," Bittlinger said about the area, which is bounded by the Ohio River on the north, Devou Park to the south, the Covington/Ludlow border to the west and Western Avenue to the east.

	


"You're two to three minutes from downtown, you're a minute from the expressway, on a bus-line, and the views are incredible that people haven't discovered yet," said Bittlinger, a real estate agent.

"It's Northern Kentucky's next little Mount Adams without all the restaurants," he said. "Better views than Mount Adams. I bet I have a better view than probably, 90 percent - 100 percent - of the city."

Suddenly the area is one of the more active neighborhoods in the city, said Suzann Gettys, Covington's ombudsman and neighborhood services coordinator.

Numerous people, including residents Ron Einhaus, Chuck Eilerman, Ray Kingsbury and city Commissioner Sherry Carran, have made things happen, Bittlinger said.

The association has such activity that "for the past six months, over 30 people have attended each of our monthly meetings," association President Jim Pan, who was unavailable to comment Friday, wrote in the March edition of The Grapevine, the area's quarterly newsletter.

The neighborhood also launched a Web site Aug. 14 at www.botanyhills.org.

The neighborhood is planning to landscape a traffic island at the intersection of Crescent Avenue with Third and Fourth streets, and also hopes to extend a bike trail through the community along Ky. 8.

The area was known as Botany Hills during the early 1800s, and later was known as Forrest Hill, which the Licking Valley Register in its Nov. 30, 1844 edition noted at the time was being prepared "for an extensive vineyard" with several varieties of grapes.

It later was known as Economy and then West Covington, according to the Botany Hills Web Site. Covington annexed West Covington in November 1916.
