Botany Hills Neighborhood Association 
Smart Development Committee

Updated 12/22/09
Smart Development: Smart Development is designed to encourage and guide development in a community or neighborhood, ultimately making it more desirable and livable for current and future residents.

HOUSING

Current State:

Botany Hills is a neighborhood in transition.  Traditionally, the area has been a community of small lots and homes with mixed property values and quality of housing.  These characteristics, among others, have led to too many irresponsible landlords, poor housing rehabilitation, maintenance code violations and abandoned structures.  However, interest in new housing development and rehabilitation has recently risen, primarily due to the community’s convenient location, affordability, green spaces, and views.
Desired State:

Botany Hills is considered a highly desirable place to live by both current and prospective residents.  It has good quality, well maintained and affordable housing with a high rate of homeownership.  The community has an inspired vision and has developed a sound neighborhood, citizen driven comprehensive plan. Botany Hills is seen as a place that encourages predictable, compatible and creative development.

Neighborhood Strategy:
The following tasks, programs and projects must be accomplished to move Botany Hills’ Housing from our current to desired state:


1.) Develop a Neighborhood Plan including design criteria 


2.) Improve Maintenance Code Enforcement


3.) Increase Homeownership


4.) Eliminate chronic Vacant Buildings


5.) Heighten efforts in the Parkway Improvement District
RECREATION

Current State:

Recreational opportunities, both active and passive, within the geographic boundaries of Botany Hills are limited. Yet, immediately adjacent to the neighborhood are two of the largest recreational destinations in Covington --- Devou Park and the Ohio River. This is not meant to overlook the popularity of biking on Route 8 (Highway Avenue) and the existence of a Covington Recreation Commission swimming pool at the end of Parkway Avenue.

Desired State:

Although small in geographic area, Botany Hills is highly walkable and fully integrated with both Devou Park and the Ohio River.  Its’ unique location and accessibility to these large recreational destinations sets it apart from any other Northern Kentucky neighborhood.  In addition to being the gateway to the popular Route 8 Bike trail, its’ community pool is considered a true neighborhood asset.

Neighborhood Strategy:
The following tasks, programs and projects must be accomplished to move Botany Hills’ Recreation from our current to desired state:



1.) Integrate Botany Hills with Devou Park and SouthBank Plans  


2.) Develop Bacon Run Nature Preserve
3.) Maintain and improve the Botany Hills’ public Ohio River access, 

                         The Wharf



4.) Enhance Route 8 Bike Trail, options to include; connecting Swain Court to 
                          River Road and West Street to Devou Park, also, construct park-and-ride

                          at entrance to Botany Hills
                    5.) Analyze the feasibility of hike/bike trail from The Wharf to 

                          The Waterfront Restaurant                                         
INFRASTRUCTURE
Current State:

The infrastructure in Botany Hills is currently below standard. Streets, curbs, sidewalks, and the sewer system are sorely in need of improvements. Upgrades to these basic support services are imperative for the neighborhood to attract quality development. 

Streets in the community are prone to collapse due to an inadequate roadbase.  Curbs and sidewalks are often broken or non-existent.  Stormwater drainage is a challenge, with many slopes exceeding 20%.  Potential health hazards exist due to a combined storm/sanitary sewer system. 

Inadequate parking is a problem since most residents are forced to park on the street. Speed limits on similar streets lack uniformity.

Signage, way finding/destination and safety, need improvement. Welcome signs are currently planned for two entrances to Botany Hills. 

Streets are considered well lighted.  Alleyways and public stairs need to be inventoried and assessed.
Desired State:

Through a highly systematic and coordinated effort, the infrastructure within Botany Hills will support planned development. Upgrades to streets, curbs and sidewalks are complete and noticeably attractive. The storm and sanitary sewer systems are separate, improving drainage and health conditions. 

Off street parking has increased considerably. Speed limits are uniform and sensible throughout the neighborhood. 

Botany Hills, residents in partnership with the City of Covington, has its own unique neighborhood identity. A signature “botanical/hillside/river” theme starts at the neighborhood’s eastern entryway, with signage and landscaping, and continues along the river to Ludlow and Devou Park. 
Neighborhood Strategy:
The following tasks, programs and projects must be accomplished to move Botany Hills’ Infrastructure from our current to desired state:



1.) Maintain the landscape at 3rd Street and Crescent Avenue Traffic Islands
                        for attractive Botany Hills Entryway



2.) Beautify the traffic islands at 4th and Crescent


3.) Finish landscaping of the Botany Hills’ Welcome Sign


4.) Identify and improve Botany Hills’ Public Stairway System


5.) Improve Resident Parking


6.) Improve the streets, sidewalks and curbs 
TRANSPORTATION
Current State:

In Botany Hills, transportation exists in the following modes: walking, biking, mass transportation and automobiles. However, the required corresponding infrastructure presents a variety of challenges.
Due to the disjointed sidewalk system, safely walking to a desired destination spawns challenges. Many journeys on foot require the crossing of busy thoroughfares which lack pedestrian markings. Also, most of the public stairs in Botany Hills are in disrepair, hampering convenient access to a variety of areas.

Bicycling is popular, primarily with non-residents, using Route 8 (Highway Avenue) as a regular workout. Its popularity has grown mostly by word-of-mouth rather than organized effort. 
Bus transportation operates Monday through Friday from stops along Highway Avenue. Unfortunately, limited, sustainable ridership on the weekends inhibits expansion of serviceable days. A shuttle service from the eastern most boundaries of Botany Hills carries riders along the north and south banks of the Ohio River.
Automobiles are the most utilized mode of transportation in Botany Hills, thus intensifying the challenging parking problem. The vast majority of traffic enters and leaves through Highway Avenue. Congestion is a problem during the hours from 7:30am to 9:00am when individuals are going to work. 

The deteriorated Brent Spence Bridge, which carries I-75 and I-71 traffic, is being considered for replacement. With its immediate proximity to Botany Hills, any of the five proposed alternatives will impact the neighborhood.
Desired State:

Botany Hills is a very convenient and accessible place to live. Transportation flows easily with alternative forms, particularly walking and bicycling, being very popular.

The path and sidewalk system is superior and fully integrated with Devou Park and the banks of the Ohio River. A refurbished stairway system adds charm and uniqueness to local excursions.

Route 8 is a highly regarded bikeway. Amenities, both publicly and privately financed, have been developed to encourage more bicyclists to discover this enjoyable and challenging ride. 

Bus service is seven days per week with increased ridership. When heading to work or entertainment, most residents opt for mass transportation first. 

At all hours, automobiles travel easily throughout Botany Hills.  Street and parking improvements have increased both the safety and flow of traffic.  A new award-winning Brent Spence Bridge has had a positive impact on the neighborhood by removing blight and highlighting a unique entryway to the community.      

Neighborhood Strategy:
The following tasks, programs and projects must be accomplished to move Botany Hills’ Transportation from our current to desired state:



1.) Eliminate blighted conditions and beautify the Highway Avenue
                          Street/Riverscape Corridor


2.) Become a major player in the Brent Spence Bridge replacement planning
                          process


3.) Advocate for the extension (west) of the SouthBank Partners Plan


4.) Enhance and Market the Route 8 Bike Trail
Land Use – Comprehensive Plan, Zoning, Green Space, Neighborhood Commercial, Predicable Process, Hillsides, Views, Potential River Access, Lot Coverage, Coordination with Other Plans

 Heritage – Written and Oral Histories, Historic Preservation 

(inventory?)

Crime – reduce crime through neighborhood involvement
Repositioning – Name Change, Image, Rebranding

Other – Limit Gentrification, Be Proactive with Mayor, Commissioners and City Staff 
