Along The Dry Creek Turnpike
Dry Creek Turnpike

Economy and Ludlow were connected to Covington by the Dry Creek Turnpike, commonly referred to as the “River Road”, because its picturesque route followed the course of the Ohio River. Exceedingly popular among the citizens of Covington and Cincinnati for “evening and Sunday drives”, this fifty foot wide road was kept in impeccable condition in the 1860s and 1870s to serve the transportation needs of the wealthy in Ludlow. Not until the late 1870s, when construction of the Cincinnati Southern Railroad Bridge (connecting Ludlow & Cincinnati) occasioned the movement of heavy equipment and materials over the route, did the road’s condition begin to determinate. Then, the diversion of travel over the bridge by commuter trains, and subsequently by pedestrians, after a footpath was added to the bridge in 1885, decreased the patronage of the turnpike. Coupled by the destruction of two major floods, one in 1873 and the other in 1884, the road was virtually abandoned. In 1882, a reporter for the Daily Commonwealth of Covington stated that “it was the worst piece of road …to be found in any civilized country.”

Pigeon Point

Area residents would take Sunday rides along Dry Creek Turnpike and Sunday strolls upon the hills called Pigeon Point, separating West Covington and Ludlow. The ridge was a fine pasture land with clean grass. It was a real experience to sit on this grass or recline at ease and view the great stretch of river miles and miles away; with the great stretch of hills on each side covered with the generous growth of great trees only know in forest lands. These afternoon walks upon Pigeon Hill were a favorite of West Covington and Ludlow residents and also popular among Cincinnatians, particularly those from “its west end”.

Fifth St. Ferry 

(Cincinnati – Fifth & Freeman)

Economy was connected to Cincinnati by a ferry that linked Cincinnati’s Fifth St. & Freeman St. to a landing opposite White Hall, along the Dry Creek Turnpike in the Town of Economy, a Kentucky suburb to the east of Ludlow.. The ferry was operated by Israel Ludlow. While the ferry was much of a monopoly, it was the only quick way to Cincinnati. The city of Ludlow became frustrated with the ferry operation and tried to start their own ferry service. Because of deep debt for schools, they were never able to raise the bond needed for the service.

White Hall

In fine condition in the 1860s and 1870s, the Dry Creek Turnpike (River Rd.) played host to pleasure seekers from Covington, Newport and Cincinnati. Indeed, it was so popular that a white columned, two and a half story roadhouse, called “White Hall”, flourished for many years along it. White Hall was built in Economy where the Fifth St. Ferry landed on the Kentucky shoreline. White Hall was a conspicuous landmark for many a day and its wide balconies or porches one above the other gave ample room for out of door sits; and large parties could gather, eat, drink and be merry and enjoy life as they viewed the river in front and all that pasted upon its waters.
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